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ABSTRACT 

We all have a need for fantasy and magic. In Harry Potter series besides entertainment., 

J.K. Rowling provides the readers the opportunity to re-examine the old problems in new 

ways by developing the idea into a fantasy story spread over seven parts. Fantasy brings 

out our deepest desires and truth about ourselves which can be discovered only through 

literature by expanding our imagination to a point where we start discovering new things 

about ourselves. Fantasy concerns itself with the ultimate values of goodness, truth, 

wisdom and courage.  

Humans  need fantasy and magic. We have a need for mystery. Sir Frank Fraiser (in The 

Golden Bow) says that in religion the man depends on God but in magic the man depends on 

himself
1
.  

J.K. Rowling in an interview talks about the politics and the problems of the real world with 

fantasy amidst them. When she completed her first part of the Harry Potter series i.e. Harry 

Potter and the Philosopher’s stone, she found it really hard to get a publisher. Simply not because 

the story is a tiff between good and evil but merely on the account of her gender. Her publishers 

always wanted her to have an abbreviated name that would hide her gender. The authors 

definitely didn’t expect to face problems that affected nineteenth century woman novelists like 

George Elliot. However her publisher insisted on having a name that doesn’t reflect her gender. 

Her publisher knew and said that the work had a universal appeal but they never wanted that the 

male readers should get biased for the books from the very beginning. Thus, amidst other social 

discrimination a gender bias led her to go by her initials when she took to her grandmother’s 

name for her middle name Kathleen and become J.K. Rowling. 
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 “It is imagination with its capacity to make order out of chaos and open experience that moves 

us to go in quest to journey where we have never been” – Susan Cooper.  

Though it was too late for the discrimination once Rowling became known as the writer of the 

phenomenal series, as there were many readers drawn towards her imagination skills and 

characters created powerfully. Rowling always wanted to be a children’s writer. As a matter of 

fact she even created stories with fantasy for her younger sister at the age of six. Fantasy was her 

preferred way .She spent major part in the British countries on the edge of fields and forests. 

Martin Large remarks, “ Rowling grew up near the Forest of Dean.  She mused that the wild and 

beautiful forest was an inspiring setting….. years spent in relative isolation from any kind of 

fast-paced media-driven culture-helped to stimulate her imagination.’’
2                            

 

Almost all fantasy stories are products of earlier forms of literature such as folktales, myth etc. 

(Traditional Literature). And in the Harry Potter series too, she generously borrows from the 

legends and myths and Legends for the purpose of creating a parallel society of wizards co-

existing in the real world which definitely reflects her deeper understanding of the classical 

literature. But her series do creates reflection of social inequalities like class structure that exists 

even in the wizard society. Nicholas Sheltrow remarks, “ More than entertainment, the 

adventures of Harry Potter give the critical readers opportunities to reexamine old problems in 

new ways. By creating rich world for her readers to enjoy, Rowling’s work speaks directly to a 

number of problems we face in the non-magical world.”
3
 

Fantasy stories speak to our deepest desires, our darkest fears and our highest hopes. Both adults 

and children are drawn to fantasy as it brings out the truths about ourselves that can be only 

discovered through literature and our imagination of course. We can very safely call Harry Potter 

as a High fantasy where the narrative is also much longer. It is different where the tone is not as 
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full of humor as is the case with other forms of fantasy since the purpose is serious. The fantasy 

concerns itself with the ultimate values of goodness, truth, courage and wisdom.  

Rowling has very judiciously exploited the elements of fantasy in the novel. Some of the fantasy 

elements are the stories of magic, suspense, outer space and cyber space, Dragons, castles, 

wizards talking to ghosts, snakes, and unusual landscapic beauty, unusual animals with wings, 

construction of facial features like we see is the case with Volemort’s nose and his big nails 

The idea of a fantasy world about a socially abused boy wizard discovering his new identity in a 

parallel literally magical society, reflecting troubles and turbulences of reality is a result of 

Rowling’s years of reading and studying classical mythology. She has developed this idea into a 

fantasy story spread over seven parts.  

Although she had influences of other great writers like Dickens for instance her characters and 

the subject matter of social injustice like the very mention of the orphan child in the dark world  

like Oliver twist Harry loses his parents tragically. The way her characters  deals with the 

injustice and the discrimination with the help of magic reflects her style. As a matter of fact The 

Goblet of fire has been awarded the best science fiction award by the reputed Hugo awards.  

Magic in Rowling’s work is simply a medium to achieve a desired setting and effect of fantasy. 

Harry comes to the school to get trained in magic as a science. The use of magic in Harry’s 

World isn’t a magical trickery often performed in the real world like pulling a rat out of a hat. 

Nor it is a shortcut to solve problems in life. It is a fantasy element, a symbol for conscience of 

people and their inner strengths.  

Lev Grossman notes,” It’s precisely Rowling’s lack of sentimentality, her earthly, salty realness, 

her refusal to buy into the basic clichés of fantasy that makes her such a great fantasy writer.”
4
 

Her character of the fantasy world brush closely with the real life world. She even points out the 

class discrimination that leads to destruction and degeneration. Wizards live in hiding and keep 
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their powers and class a secret from normal humans as  part of their laws. But they too are like 

humans with just magical abilities. Amanda Cockrell feels that Rowling has brought more reality 

in the premises of fantasy. She notes,  

She [Rowling] has departed from the imaginary into the real. She has abandoned the realm of 

high fantasy and laid her story in contemporary England, rather than in the imaginary and 

medieval flavored other worlds of Middle Earth or Earthsea… There are no quests for magic 

rings or dragon feathers. This is contemporary England, and instead we find bankers and 

government bureaucracy. People, even magical ones, have to get jobs. But across everything is 

the veil of magic, the overlay that skews the world we know and brings us up, surprised on 

starting perspectives.
5
 

Rowling tells us a story of social conscience like her predecessors Wells and Clarke  surely 

grabbed in the element of fantastic. Her novels are not for specific age groups. They surely are 

the direct successors of the fantasy novels of C.S. Lewis of J.R.R Tolkien. Her novels have time 

machines and flying broom sticks under the same roof and they do not come across as unnatural. 

Her depicting of a flying car presents the combination of magic and technology. These things in 

her fictional world are presented with such normality that one can consider a hippo-griff as 

normal in the magical world as a tiger in the normal world.  

Rowling with the remarkable talent of words and imagination has not only won the financial 

success but literary accolades as well. She has won many awards ranging from the British Book 

of the Year Award won by The Philosophers Stone, The Chamber of Secretes, The Prisoner of 

Azkaban and The Half Blood Prince. The Goblet of Fire has also won the Hugo Award. She is 

definitely a force to reckon with just like Wells and Clarke.  

Fantasy is not about believing or not believing in the elements of the story. If a man limits 

oneself to only that idea he will never understand or appreciate fantasy. Instead, fantasy should 
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be about exploring new worlds and new ideas and doing so, expanding our imagination to a point 

where one discovers new things about oneself.  

The dark wizards are not just monsters of the fairy tales but are like cunning politicians who 

lobby for promotion gaining power over other communities. They have their agendas. Though 

the novel is completely different in forms, fictional figures representing real life politicians, 

makes one think of the similarity between the treatment of politics in Orwell’s ANIMAL FARM 

and HARRY POTTER series with the difference that Orwell’s animals are replaced by human 

wizards. 

Rolling describe the use of magic as an obvious metaphor for how technology becomes fatal in 

wrong hands. These wrong hands are those of antagonist voldemort and his supporters known as 

Death Eaters. Voldemort is a highly talented wizard who prefers to abuse his magical abilities to 

cause destruction similar to the hungry maniacs in the real world, who use their talent to create 

weapons for mass destruction, and wage war for selfish motifs.  
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