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Abstract: 

George Orwell is a novelist with social vision. He had come to believe that all revolutions 

including those which are affected by the lower classes in the name of removing their 

exploitation are bound to result in despotism than before. He did not hope for the amelioration of 

the working class people .His novel Nineteen Eighty Four rejects the alternative political model 

that claimed to be socialistic but which Orwell regarded to be in diametric contrast to his vision 

of socialistic state. In it he has presented the horror of the human condition with all its subtlety 

and complexity. It is an angry outcry of humanitarian socialist who sees no hope of an overthrow 

of cruel authoritarian order emerging in modern society. Orwell has beautifully maintained the 

inferno- like atmosphere of the story. He depicts the picture of world which is bereft of humanity. 

He has a very clear conviction that power is the root of all evils and the root of all human misery.  

Keywords : socialism, humanism, totalitarianism, authoritarianism, imperialism, tyranny, 

revolution  

Introduction: 

Orwell's pre-occupation with the social vision lends a distinctive aspect to his works like Animal 

Farm and Nineteen Eighty- Four. As a social novelist, Orwell is less interested in man than in the 

society that has moulded him. So his characters exist as social animals and are indicated in terms 

of status, race, caste, tradition and their place in the scheme is more important than what they in 

themselves are. 

Orwell’s novels prior to Nineteen Eighty- Four (1949) present an openly anti- imperialist and 

anti-capitalist attitude from a liberal humanist stance. He has attacked in his novels, the 

dehumanizing influences of these systems rather than their exploitative aspects. Nineteen Eighty- 

Four rejects the alternative political model that claimed to be socialistic but which Orwell 
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regarded to be in diametric contrast to his vision of a socialist state. Orwell's fictional works 

categorically reflect his social vision and his own point of view.  

 Orwell had come to believe that all revolutions including those which are affected by the lower 

classes in the name of removing their exploitation are bound to result in greater despotism than 

before. He did not entertain any hope for the amelioration of the working - class people. Human 

nature, Orwell observes, is basically greedy, mean and selfish, and the instincts of cruelty and 

domination are inherent in man. Orwell feels so much disturbed by the threat of authoritarianism 

that it comes up, in one form or the other, as a persistent theme in his fiction and in his other 

writings. While dealing with such themes in his works Orwell has tried to show that distinctions  

and inequalities in the society can be brought to an end only by establishing a reign of 'decency, 

liberty and justice'. In almost every work, directly or indirectly, he attacks capitalism, 

totalitarianism, authoritarianism and imperialism. 

The problem: 

 His last novel Nineteen Eighty-Four in which he has presented the horror of the human 

condition with all its subtlety and complexity. It is an angry outcry of a humanitarian socialist 

who sees no hope of an overthrow of the cruel authoritarian order which is emerging in all 

modern societies. in the words of Keith Aldrit, Orwell in Nineteen Eighty-Four "deals with 

nightmarish situations in which modern methods of communication of the perversion of the 

English language itself can prevent an apprehension of the factual, objective truth of a given 

event and thereby betray the human mind to the worst of Orwellian heroes, a web of        

unrealities." 
1

 

 Nineteen Eighty-Four presents a horrible spectacle of power represented through the Inner party. 

There we witness a gradual of  suppression of Winston's personality, who is found guilty of 

'Thought crime' and whom the members of the inner Party like O'Brien torture and punish until 

he believes that power is the reality of life. After a gradual disintegration in Winston's 

personality, in the course of the story, we witness his sudden 'reintegration' into society after he 

accepts  the supremacy of power and drops the idea of revolt against the party.  
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Orwell has beautifully maintained the Inferno-Like atmosphere of the story. He depicts the 

picture of a world which is bereft of humanity.  In fact, he has a very clear conviction that power 

is the root of all evils, and the root of all human misery. He was so deeply annoyed with the 

treachery and cruelty of authoritarianism that as an agent of imperialism in Burma he felt 

compelled to resign the post of police officer after a short period of five years. He visited places 

like Wigan in order to see closely the life of coal- miners and other poor working- classes. He 

found that life was really terrible for them. These workers were made to live in dirty slums under 

insanitary conditions. They could not even dream of luxury and pleasure in life. They were not 

given due wages for their work. 

 These things made a powerful impact on the mind of Orwell and he took upon himself the task 

of pleading for the oppressed people in his books. Nineteen Eighty-Four, despite its pessimism 

and gloom, carries this anguish of Orwell produced by his awareness of injustice and crue lty in 

this world. Winston, who is an employee in the Ministry of Truth, is not allowed to have free 

thinking and independent opinions. Devices like tele-screen and institutions like Thought Police 

are employed to detect Winston's activities. Ultimately he is found guilty of 'Thought crime' and 

is caught by the secret police in bed with Julia whom he loves. He is kept under arrest in the 

Ministry of Love and is given severe punishment for by-passing the discipline of the party.  

 When O'Brien is torturing him by moving the needle of the dial (a mechanical device of torture) 

and Winston is crying more and more for life, one would feel that the scene is no less moving 

than the death-scene of Boxer in Animal Farm. By depicting such scenes Orwell wants to 

suggest that there is hardly any hope for the survival of those who are decent and 

straightforward. That is why he is instinctively impelled to highlight the problems of the poor 

working-classes before the world, so that some recognition for them may be sought before it 

became too late. It is his special thematic concern in almost every work. 

Overview: 

As regards the theme, Nineteen Eighty-Four brings together every aspect of Orwell's social 

vision. The novel views a government threatening the human existence, a Thought police 

detecting and crushing the weaker people, a language Newspeak-corrupting and limiting the 
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range of thought, a religious institution like church being the tool of secret police where rhymes 

of such type are sung: "Here comes a chopper to chop off  your head". It is cruel administration 

based on total corruption. 

 In Oceania the total administration is run by four Ministries: Ministry of Truth; Ministry of 

Peace; Ministry of Plenty; and Ministry of Love. The Ministry of Love is the most frightening 

one. There are no windows in it at all. Winston sees it for the first time when he is interrogated 

by O'Brien with the help of mechanical devices of torture, first in the dark cell and later in the 

notorious Room No. 101. Big Brother who is viewed as an embodiment of absolute power in the 

novel is the head of Inner Party whom the members of the party obey in every matter. The three 

slogans of the Party are:  

                                                               WAR IS PEACE 

                                                      FREEDOM IS SLAVERY  

                                                  IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH 

 

 The Party believes that peace can be perpetuated on the earth by campaigning a perpetual war. 

In the novel, Oceania, Eurasia and Eastasia-the three main power blocs of the world are shown 

constantly at war against each other, not to win control of the disputed territory between them, 

but deliberately to perpetuate shortages, to create a low standard of living that will keep the 

people miserable. So, war is essential to the stability of the state, and thus the first basic tenet of 

Oceania: War is Peace. 

 

 The party believes that the real freedom of humanity lies in being slaves. And thirdly, the 

ignorance of the past or future, in fact, of everything except the dictum that Big Brother is an all 

pervading power, is known as the strength of the individual. In other words, the authoritarian rule 

demands complete intellectual surrender of the individual. Under such an authoritarian 

administration the fate of humanity is not difficult to imagine. O'Brien (who is an embodiment of 

power like Big Brother) tells Winston plainly the meaning of life: 
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You will have to get used to living without results and 

without hope. You will work for a while, you will be 

caught, you will confess, and then you will die. Those are  

the only results that you will ever see. There is no 

possibility that any perceptible change will happen within 

our own life-time. We are the dead....In the face of the 

Thought Police, there is no other way.  

 

In this statement lies the real theme of Nineteen Eighty-Four. The horrible world of the novel 

will allow the proletarians to "continue from generation to generation and from century to 

century working, breeding, and dying not only without impulse to rebel, but without power of  

grasping that the world could be other than this." It will be the ultimate aim of power to see 

humanity distressed and crushed .The Inner Party is shown constantly after power, and O'Brien 

explains clearly the policy of the Party to Winston: 

 

The Party seeks power entirely for its own sake. We are 

interested solely in power. Not wealth or luxury or long 

life or happiness: only power, pure power.. Power is not 

a means, it is an end.......... The object of persecution is 

          persecution. The object of torture is torture. The object  

         of power is power. 

 

 Thus, the present world is based on power-mania. The party slogan runs like this: 

 

       Who controls the past, controls the future: 
 

Who controls the present controls the past.  
 

In this explanation of Party's only aim Orwell seems to have ridiculed, allegorically, the craze for 

power of the three powerful blocs in the world represented through Oceania, Eurasia, Eastasia. 

Oceania, is however, mainly presented as power-hungry since it has invented new devices and 
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techniques for creating an environment of terror. There are posters displayed everywhere with 

the phrase: "Big Brother is watching you'. The Party apparatus of the government is everywhere 

and no one knows when he is being watched. In the Oligarchical regime there are community 

centers, attendance at which is carefully checked. There is the Junior Anti-Sex League, designed 

to destroy the erotic attachment between people which might set up private loyalties The children 

are taken from their mothers just after their births and are changed into savages, adoring 

everything connected with the Party, In this way, there is an absolute control of the State over 

individual thought and action which is also a significant theme of Nineteen Eighty-Four. 

 

 This is the culture of a perverted English socialism known as 'Ingsoc’ Here is Orwell's vision of 

the future, the future which, according to him, is bound to be 'catastrophic'. From the fact that the 

scene of Nineteen Eighty Four is London and that the political theory on which Orwell's idea of 

dictatorship is based is called Ingsoc, it becomes clear that Orwell imagining the fate not only of 

an already established dictatorship like that of Russia, but also that of England under the 

hegemony of the Labour Party, In fact, the power of Orwell's novel lies so much in a faithful 

representation of the power structure that already existed in this or that country but in his clear 

grasp of a trend that is threatening to become dominant in the whole The novel, Nineteen Eighty 

Four serves as a powerful warning to the humanity at large, of impending dangers.  

 

Dianna Trilling is very right when she says that in Nineteen Eighty Four "We are being warned 

against the extremes to which the contemporary totalitarian spirit can carry us, not only so that 

will be warned against Russia but also so that we will understand the ultimate dangers involved 

wherever power moves under the guise of order and rationality". One will be terrified after 

reading the descriptions in the novel which tell the story of Emmanuel O ligarchical Goldstein 

(the writer of The Theory and Principles Collectivism). He is similar to snowball in Animal Farm 

who represents a Trotsky like dissenting intellectual and Orwell describes him as a Marxist 

theoretician. Like Snowball, he also symbolizes an imaginary evil, against which the daily two 

minutes hate ritual is conducted.  
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 In dealing with the evils of power in Nineteen Eighty Four, Orwell adopts a sympathetic tone 

even towards those who are victims of oppression and tyranny. As a socialist, he believes that 'if 

there is hope it lies in the He knows that if any class or group of people is capable of 

overthrowing this cruel system, it is the proletariat. of course, at the center of the novel are the 

characters that belong to the petty-bourgeoisie, Orwell feels that the proletariat has the potential 

to overthrow the despotic power structure, but this potential usually remain dormant. Orwell 

wants these 'Proles' to be conscious to overthrow this despotic power-structure as early as 

possible.The 'proles' being large in number are uneducated, ignorant and procreating like 

animals. Therefore, Jasbir Jain rightly says: "While the Inner party members are free in some 

measures, the outer party members are outside both these worlds alienated and confined within 

artificial limits, a narrow mould of controlled life as if some sinister experiment was being 

carried out on them.’’ 
2
 

 

 These individuals feel the hurt but feel helpless. Their main contribution lies in the fact that they 

keep the spirit of liberty alive in their hearts and have the capacity to understand the lies and 

distortions on which the whole system is based. Winston remained helpless in his attempts to 

raise his head against the Party because of the highly efficient detective devices used by it. 

However, he is always on the look-out for a fraternal spirit.  

 

 Winston is deceived by O'Brien i the name of Brotherhood. Actually he (O'Brien) is an active 

member of the Inner Party and gives a severe punishment to Winston's trial in Room No. 101. 

Orwell seems to suggest that there is hardly any hope left for humanity. Orwell sums up the 

novel with the reintegration" of Winston into society, that is into the world of Big Brother whose 

dictatorship he ultimately accepts. Orwell's conclusion is very pessimistic indeed. Beyond the 

vague and very remote hope of a possible awakening some day in the proles, he sees no solution 

anywhere. 

          

 Orwell in fact, presents through his 'cautionary tale' a very bitter satire against the power-

mongers and man-mongers. The novel is a scathing attack on authoritarianism. However, the 

sheer ferocity of the anger saves the book from being totally depressing. Whatever interest the 
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readers finds in the book is because of the fact that in it Orwell introduces a new vocabulary that 

will help us in understanding the naked truth of totalitarianism. The terms coined by him 

'Newspeak', 'Mutability of the Past', Ministry of Truth', 'Hateweek', 'Big Brother', "Thought 

Police',’ Crime think', 'Double think', etc.-have entered the political vocabulary; they occur in 

most newspaper articles and speeches denouncing different forms of totalitarianism. That only 

shows how accurately Orwell has been able to formulate the essence of  a dominating power-

structure. 

 

Orwell's anti-authoritarianism is explicit in the role he assigns to Winston and Julia in the novel. 

Winston, in the novel, is against the oppressive system of Big Brother, though he is an employee 

of the Ministry of Truth governed by Big Brother. From the very beginning we witness an inner 

struggle in Winston's personality to over throw the Inner Party and the Big Brother. He can 

rightly be called a spokesman of Orwell himself who has certain definite principles of 

Brotherhood in his mind but always fails to express his thoughts because of constant 

watchfulness of the secret police .  

 

 Similarly Julia, whom the readers will find, in the beginning, busy with the affairs of Junior 

Anti-Sex League, and thus spreading the popular message of Big Brother that sex is crime, 

becomes ultimately interested in Winston not only for sexual fulfillment but also for discussing a 

possible way of escaping from the clutches of the totalitarian power. Orwell suggests that after 

meeting Winston, Julia starts taking the affairs and duties of the Big Brother casually or simply 

as a formality. She does not seem to be as firm and determined about the formation of 

Brotherhood as Winston is.  

 

 In fact, Winston represents the true spirit of humanity. He does not easily yield to Big Brother's 

supremacy despite unbearable torture given by O'Brien, He is a "Guard of Humanity' who fights 

continuously against totalitarian forces until his mind is rendered insane through physical  

torture. So long as he has some mental and physical stamina and is conscious of the idea of 

Brotherhood, he did not surrender to the dictatorship of the Inner Party. Orwell suggests very 

clearly that Winston is the embodiment of the good impulses in human nature which 
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unfortunately tend to get defeated, and the inner Party and Big Brother are the embodiment of 

what is evil in human nature. So, there is a conflict between good and evil, and the evil 

ultimately conquers. In this defeat of the good, lies the defeat of humanity.  

 

Conclusion:   

But Orwell's purpose in Nineteen Eighty-Four is not merely to present a glimpse of human defeat 

in the modern times. He also wants to provide valuable documentary picture of the times, even 

though   in this respect it does not carry as much weight as it does as a  fore warning of the 

ascendancy of a dangerous trend in the near future. The novel, though set in the future times, is 

intended to be realistic rather than fantastic, and the writer deliberately intensifies the actuality of 

the present.  

 

Orwell writes that Nineteen Eighty-Four "is a novel about the future that is, it is in a sense a 

fantasy, but in the form of a naturalistic novel, It intended as a show-up of the perversions to 

which a centralized economy is liable, and which have already been realized in communism and 

partly Fascism". Jeffery Meyers is right when he says that "Nineteen Eighty-Four portrays the 

very real though unfamiliar political terrorism of Nazi Germany and Stalinist Russia transposed 

into the landscape of London in 194 l-44." 
3
 

 

  In Nineteen Eighty-Four the enormous face of the Big Brother on the posters is based mainly on 

Stalin. The atmosphere of overpowering fear is reinforced by the well-known characteristics of 

the Nazi regime. Not only this, Orwell saw elements of Oceania in the England of his own days 

as well The society of Nineteen Eighty-Four embodies all that he hate and dislike in his own 

surroundings: the drabness and monotony of the industrial England; the food rationing and the 

government controls which he knew in war-time in Britain and the newspapers containing almost 

nothing except sport, crime, sex and sensational stories. Orwell knows that such newspapers did 

not exist in Stalinist Russia. Further, the Ministry of Truth is a parody of London's war-time 

Ministry of information. 
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Thus, it would be appropriate to say that in Nineteen Eighty Four Orwell satirizes the British 

Labour Party more than the Soviet Communist Party. Issac Deutscher is very right when he 

observes that "Nineteen Eighty-Four is a document of dark disillusioned not only with Stalinism 

but with every form and shade of socialism. It is a cry from the abyss of despair." 
4
 So, it would 

be wrong to limit the scope of Orwell's social vision only to England; he has written an epic of 

humanity which has its relevance for all times to come. 

 

 The charge that can legitimately be levelled against Orwell’s book is that of pessimism. Though 

he intended Nineteen Eighty-Four as a warning, the warning defeats itself because of its 

boundless despair. Orwell's hero, Winston is unable to over-throw Big Brother, because Big 

Brother is invincible: as says O'Brien "if you want a picture of the future, imagine a boot 

stamping on a human face-forever"  

 

 

Orwell cannot be fully absolved of the charge that his own lack of experience reduces the range 

of detail he could communicate. I would have been too risky to rely on second-hand accounts for 

the final stage in the horror. "There is no logical reason why rats should not be so terrible as 

complicated machines of torture." 
5
 Says Jenni Calder. Moreover, natural horror should have 

been more effective than the machine-made horror which we come across in Room No. 101. And 

not only this, by making the scene of Winston's torture a mechanical process in the novel, Orwell 

fails to reach a general climax of horror. 

 

 But in spite of Orwell's obvious limitations, the book is of great value even today. The language 

of Nineteen Eighty-Four has passed into the English language as a symbol of the horrors of 

totalitarianism. His use of symbols largely heightens the effect of the story. The most frequently 

quoted symbol is O'Brien's picture of the future:" Imagine a boot stamping on a human face- 

forever". This image of merciless sadism aptly symbolizes the connection between brutality, 

power worship and totalitarianism. 
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What we see in the novel is that Orwell's commitment to humanism has been considerably 

weakened. Winston ultimately betrays Julia and himself, and is waiting for the cruel hour that 

will end his miserable life. In his defeat he starts loving Big Brother. But it cannot be denied that 

Nineteen Eighty-Four serves as a powerful warning against the totalitarianism power of the 

world. It provides a remarkable catalogue of horrors in human society. One cannot deny that 

Orwell's story of Winston smith's fight against a pervading Party has become a classic not the 

least because of its intellectual coherence.  

 

Nineteen Eighty-Four, presents a society which is just like a concentration camp, a society which 

is organized to destroy its citizens. Those who can live within such a society without protest, 

without outrage are already dead as human beings and thus they offer no threat to totalitarian 

rule. The members of outer party are caught between Power and Paralysis between political 

psychosis and moral catatonia. They are the only human beings left in Oceania, purposely 

created by the state so that they can be murdered at the most efficient manner. 
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